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COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
AUGfJS1' 13,2019 MEETING 

7:30A.M. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE JULY 9, 2019 REGULAR MEETING 

4. FINANCIAL REPORT AND APPROVAL OF EXPENSES 

5. DIRECTOR'S AUGUST 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

A. FARMLAND PRESERVATION UPDATE 
B. COUNTY GENERAL PLAN RFP UPDATE 

7. ADJOURNMENT 



GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

August 13, 2019 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Cha irman Charles Stevens cal led the August 13, 2019 regular meeting of the Geauga County Planning 

Commission to order at 7:34 a.m. at 470 Center Street, Building 1-C, City of Chardon. Following the 

Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was called by Maria Palmisano, Planner I, and the following members were 

present. A quorum was obtained. 

Members present: Charles St evens, Gary Neola, James Dvorak, Chester Miller, Walter Claypool, and 

Dennis Bergansky. Note: Timothy Lennon arrived at 7:37a.m. 

Members absent: Ra lph Spidalieri, Tracy Engle, Caterina Cocca-Fulton, and James McCaskey. 

Staff Present: Linda Crombie (Planning Director) and Maria Palmisano (Planner I) 

Others Present: Tom Jones, Diane Jones, and Dave Favorite (Director of Community Development). 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Dvorak made a motion to approve the July 9, 2019 regular meeting minutes. Mr. Bergansky 

seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried. 

Financial Report and Approval of Expenses 

Ms. Palmisano provided t he financial report as of July 9, 2019 attached hereto and the expenses marked 

Exhibit "A" totaling $14,794.63. Mr. Neola made a motion to approve the financial report and the 

summary of expenses marked exhibit "A" tota ling $14,794.63. Mr. Dvorak seconded the motion and 

upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Ms. Crombie presented the following: 
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August 6, 2019 

GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
470 CENTER STREET, BUILDING lC 

CHARDON, OIDO 44024-1071 
(440) 285-2222, 564-7131,834-1856 (EXT.1740) 

DIRECT LINE: (440) 279-1740 
FAX NO. (440) 285-7069 

E-MAIL: lcrombie@co.geauga.oh.us 

CHARLES R. STEVENS, CHAIRMAN 
LINDA M. CROMBIE, DIRECTOR 

Prepared for the August 13,2019 Geauga County Planning Commission meeting 

Director's Report 

The following report identifies various items the Planning Commission needs to be aware of or 
may find interesting: 

1. Statewide APA Ohio Planning Conference 
In lieu of APA Cleveland's annual Plaru1ing and Zoning Conference (specific to the 
Northeast Ohio region), Cleveland was selected to host the state planning conference, 
which the organization is celebrating its 100111 anniversary conference. The conference 
will be held October 2-4, 2019 in Downtown Cleveland. Ms. Palmisano and I will attend 
(exact days to be determined). If any of the Commission members are interested in 
attending or learning about the topics to be covered, please visit 
http://www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/conference home page and click "At A 
Glance" to view the preliminary program. 

2. Repealing ofORC Sections 711.25, 711.26, and 711.27 
In March 2019, Sections 711.25, 711.26, and 711.27 ofthe Ohio Revised Code were 
repealed through HB 500. These code sections permitted a landowner to vacate sub
lot(s) from a subdivision so the sub-lot would no longer be a platted sub-lot within the 
subdivision and avoid the need to follow the platting requirement of the Geauga County 
Subdivision Regulations. The expected result of these sections being repealed is more re
plats coming before the Planning Commission as landowners can no longer vacate their 
sub-lot from the subdivision and must comply with the full platting requirements of the 
Subdivision Regulations. 

A review of the Geauga County Subdivision Regulations to remove any reference to 
these code sections is necessary as well as research as to the nature of how the sections 
came to be repealed. A more in-depth memo will be provided at the September 10 
meeting as well as guidance on the public hearing process . 
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3. Geauga County Township Association (GCTA) 
On July 10, 2019, the Geauga County Township Association held their quarterly dinner 
meeting in Troy Township. Mr. Jeff Hyde of the Foundation for Geauga Parks, a 501c3, 
explained their mission and services as well as made a presentation on the various 
programs they fund. Their ftmding efforts support the Geauga Park District, however, the 
Foundation is not specifically under the park district's umbrella. Mr. Hyde advised the 
township officials they can contact the Foundation to inquire about assistance with 
potential passive recreational uses, such as trails. For more information, their website is 
http:/ /www.foundationforgeaugaparks.org/ 

The Planning Commission members are able to join the Township Association as 
associate members, which can be paid through the Commission's budget. Membership 
includes the Ohio Township News newsletter and other township related notices. If you 
are interested, please let me know. For your information, dues are $20 per member per 
year and the quarterly dinner meeting cost $25 per person. You do not need to be a 
member to attend the qumterly dinner meeting. 

The GCTA next meeting is scheduled for November 13, 2019 in Montville and Sue 
Juhasz from the Geauga Hunger Task Force will make a presentation about a food drive. 

4. Leadership Geauga 
On July 18, 20.19 Leadership Geauga held their annual Summer Youth Institute 
Government Day. Eight sophomore students debated whether they were "ForH or 
"Against" development in Geauga County. Commissioner Dvorak, Director of 
Development Dave Favorite, Engineering Office Administrator Frank Antenucci, Catmty 
Administrator Gerry Morgan and I attended to provide the students with background 
information on zoning, economic development, and infrastructme to formulate their 
arguments. I presented the students with the toolkit communities have at their disposal 
when reviewing development proposals: 1) the County General Plan; 2) township zoning 
resolution and map; and the 3) township land use plan. The generalized zoning map and 
land use data also assisted the shtdents to formulate arguments. Ultimately, the "For" 
group won the debate, however, when all of the students were asked their opinion on 
development, the majority were in support of development if it is well planned. 

This government day exercise, coincidentally, was a fine opportunity to reference the 
2003 County General Plan as an educational tool. The updated General Plan and 
Strategic Economic Development Plan, once completed, will be used in a similar manner 
as different opportunities arise. 

5. The Great Geauga County Fair 
The Great Geauga Catmty Fair runs from Thursday, August 29 through Monday, 
September 2, 2019. County depaltments are pe1mitted to provide brochmes and I plan to 
provide the Commissioner's Office with 2020 Census information sheets, such as the 
ones attached to this report (See #6 below). 
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6. U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census 
Census Day is Wednesday, April 1, 2020 and the census is an opportunity for the 
Planning Commission to spread the word the word about the importance of residents 
completing the questionnaire. The Census Bureau's FAQ and Census 101 documents are 
attached as "Exhibit A and B" for your reference and will be provided at various events 
such as the Great Geauga County Fair, county and township meetings, to many other 
events, a list of which the staff is working to create. 

7. Newspaper Subscription 
In an effort for Ms. Palmisano and me to stay informed of various news, events, and 
programs at the local, state, and national level, I request the Commission's approval for a 
subscription to the News Herald. The intent will be to scan and save newspaper articles 
so they can be categorized and easily referenced over the years. The cost for the Sunday 
only paper edition is $107 per year versus the 7 -day digital edition is $144.00 per year. 
The benefit to the Commission and staff is the News Herald coverage is broader 
compared to the local Geauga Times Comier, which I subscribe to privately. 

8. County Planning Director's Association 
The County Planning Director's Association is an opportunity for me to keep informed 
and connected with other county planning director's across the state. The information 
related to this association is attached as "Exhibit C" and membership is $85 per year. 
The association will not charge for my membership for the remainder of 2019 but will 
send an invoice for membership in 2020. I request the Commission's approval for the 
annual dues to be paid each year for membership in the County Planning Director's 
Association. This amount would be incorporated into the budget each year. 

9. Planning Director's First Year Plan 
The list below identifies projects and activities I believe can and should be commenced 
within the next twelve to seventeen months (through December 2020) by the Planning 
Commission and its staff: 

A. Geauga County General Plan Update 
The update of the 2003 Geauga County General Plan will be a large focus during 
2019-2020. The Planning Commission and its staff is expected to be called upon 
during all phases of the planning process including the various public outreach 
meetings. 

B. Farmland Preservation Plan Update 
As noted in the memo for Agenda Item #6A, the Planning Commission staff will 
work on various data updates over the coming months and the meetings to discuss the 
entire plan update would occur in 2020. 
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( C. Uniform Communication Design 
Currently, there is no uniform design to for the various ways Planning Commission 
communicates with the general public. Creating a "brand", if you will, which could 
include a government seal or other logo, for all forms of Planning Commission 

communication will provide a consistent, recogmzabJe appearance. The tollowmg ts 
a summary of forms of communication the new uniform design can be implemented: 

a. Letterhead 
b. Business cards 
c. Email electronic signatmes 
d. Pamphlet highlighting the duties of the GCPC 
e. Information Sheets (or pamphlet style) of the following processes: 

1) Minor Subdivision; 2) Large Lot Subdivision; 3) Major Subdivision; 
4) Divisions of Land Not Classified as Subdivisions; and others 

f. Calendar of yearly submittal deadline and meeting date schedule for the 
GCPC meetings, including any other pertinent information such as 
Plarming Commission member names, observed holidays, etc. 

g. Website 

As the lel/erhead and business cards are of immediate need, options are at/ached to 
this report as "Exhibit D "for your review and consideration. If the Commission 
members have suggestions to these designs or other design ideas, please let me know. 

D. Amendments to the Geauga oun y u IV s on egu a 1ons 
In addition to removing reference to 711.25, 26, and 27 discussed in #2 above, I will 
compile a list of other potential amendments for the Commission's consideration, 
including but not limited to revised application forms and checklists, fotmatting 
changes, and minimum submittal deadline dates. All amendments could be addressed 
at one time, thus making more effective use of the public hearing required under 
Section 608 of the Subdivision Regulations. 

E. Planning Commission Webpage Update 
As new projects, data, and events occur, the staff will be proactive in updating the 
Planning Commission's section of the County's website. Major events, such as the 
General Plan update and the 2020 Census could have a regular "news flash" update as 
the projects move along. More maps and data can also be added as time progresses. I 
will work with the Planning Commission to ensure major website updates are 
approved prior to posting. lf the Commission members have any suggestions, please 
let Ms. Palmisano or I know. 

F. Township Land Use Plans- Schedule of Potential Updates 
Twelve of the sixteen township land use plans were adopted prior to 2011 and 
updates are recommended. As in the past, it is important for the Planning 
Commission to offer land use plan updates as a service to the townships. The 
upcoming 2020 Census will provide current data, which will be released 
incrementally throughout 2021 and 2022. The intent of the schedule will be to 
provide the Commission with a general guide of the order in which the township land 
use plans could potentially be updated. 

At current staffing levels, it is anticipated that one township land use plan update 
could be pe1formed per year, presumably after the General Plan update has occurred 
in orderfor county level recommendations to be established. It is anticipated that 

one (1) additional staff member woufdbe newe to assist wifflfhe prepaiwion oj the 
township land use plan updates, as well as any other potential plan updates/projects, 
while maintaining superior customer service related to day to day duties. 
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( G. Model Township Zoning Resolution Review 
The Model Township Zoning Resolution was last updated in 2016 and the Board may 
want to consider having the staff review the document for any updates, errors, 
omissions, or formatting related issues. 

H. Planning Commission Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual and By-Laws 
The Geauga Cmmty Planning Commission's Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual 
was last updated in November 2013 and the Board may want to consider having the 
staff review the document for omissions, alterations, or formatting related issues. The 
County contracts with CORSA (County Risk Sharing Authority) for risk management 
and insurance and is an information resource at the County's disposal. The By
Laws are a separate document outlining the procedures of the Planning Commission 
Board itself and the Board may want to consider having the staff review that 
document as well. 

I. Monthly Work Summary 
This summary would be a brief a summary of work performed each month (lot splits, 
informal reviews, meetings, etc.) and I envision it being part ofthe Director's Report. 

J. Staff Training Plan 
As part of Ms. Palmisano's professional development, I will develop a training plan 
outlining various projects and continuing education progran1s. The plan would 
include routine webinars and seminars on various planning and zoning related issues 
and the pursuit of the GISP and AICP ce1tifications. The Ohio Planning and Zoning 
Law 2019 Edition, Zoning Practice, Planning Magazine, and the Ohio Township 
Association newsletter will continue to be publications she reads regularly as well as 
GIS related publications. 

The updates to the Cm.mty General Plan, Farmland Preservation Plan, County 
Subdivision Regulations and the Model Township Zoning Resolution present 
opportunities to further expand her skills, including GIS. The 2020 Census is a 
another unique opportunity, as it only occurs once every ten years, for Ms. Palmisano 
to be involved in the resident outreach explaining why the census is so important and 
to encourage residents to complete the questionnaire. Ms. Palmisano also recently 
joined the Geauga County Township Association as an associate member. 

Of course, as Planning Director I will participate in many of the same continuing 
education programs and cettifications as needed or required, as well as manage the 
overall office in terms of community services, budget, and supervisory duties. 
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K. Meet with various county or township officials on a semi-regular basis: 
I have been and will continue to meet with various county officials to educate myself 
on the county operations as a whole as well as to keep informed of projects that may 

be relevant to planning and zoning. Director of Development, Dave Favorite, and 
CBO Dan Spada and I have agreed to meet monthly to discuss various topics or 
projects that are relevant to our departments. I am also now a member of the Geauga 
County Township Association, which will assist me with keeping in contact with the 
townships. The township zoning inspectors hold meetings a couple of times a year, 
which will be another way for me to stay in contact. 

L. Standard Operating Procedures Manual 
The Planning Commission has many duties including subdivision review services, 
zoning recommendations to the townships, to general office management and 
financial related activities. I propose to create a Standard Operating Procedures 
Manual to document each step of all Planning Commission related processes. The 
manual will be a training tool for current and future employees as each process, 
whether it is a minor subdivision or paying invoices, will be described from 
beginning to end. This goal ties in with the process sheets/pamphlets described in 
#11-D-e above. I will provide a f01mat example at an upcoming meeting. 

M. Year End Report 
This rep01t will summarize all applications, projects, and work perf01med tlu·oughout 
the year. Over the years, the reports will become a quick reference to identify trends 
in lot split and other subdivision related activity as well as documenting major 
projects, such as the General Plan update and the 2020 Census. 

~ugust 13, 2019 PC file 
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&h;b;+ A 
Frequently Asked Questions 

WHAT IS THE DECENNIAL CENSUS? 
Every 10 years, the federal government conducts a 
population count of everyone in the United States. Data 
from the census provide the basis for distributing more 
than $675 billion in federal funds annually to communities 
across the country to support vital programs-impacting 
housing, education, transportation, employment, health 
care, and public policy. They also are used to redraw the 
boundaries of congressional and state legislative districts 
and accurately determine the number of congressional 
seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO ME? 
Responding to the census is not only your civic duty; 
it also affects the amount of funding your community 
receives, how your community plans for the future, and 
your representation in government Specifically, data from 
the 2020 Census are used to: 

Ensure public services and funding for schools, 
hospitals. and fire departments. 

Pian new homes and businesses and improve 
neighborhoods. 

• Determine how many seats your state is allocated 
in the House of Representatives. 

WHEN WILL I COMPLETE THE CENSUS? 
The next census will take place in 2020. Beginning in mid· 
March, people will receive a notice in the mail to complete 
the 2020 Census. Once you receive it, you can respond 
online. In May, the U.S. Census Bureau will begin following 
up in person with households that haven't responded to 
the census. 

HOW CAN I RESPOND? 
In 2020, for the first time ever, the U.S. Census Bureau 
will accept responses online, but you can still respond by 
phone or mail if you prefer. Responding should take less 
time than it takes to finish your morning coffee. 

WHAT INFORMATION WILL BE 
REQUESTED? 
The decennial census will collect basic information about 
the people living in your household. When completing the 
census, you should count everyone who is living in your 
household on Aprill, 2020. 

WHAT INFORMATION WILL NOT 
BE REQUESTED? 
The Census Bureau will never ask for: 

Social Security numbers. 

Bank or credit card account numbers. 

• Money or donations. 

• Anything on behalf of a political party. 

WILL MY INFORMATION BE KEPT 
CONFIDENTIAL? 
Strict federal law protects your census responses. It 
is against the law for any Census Bureau employee to 
disclose or publish any census information that identifies 
an individual. Census Bureau employees take a lifelong 
pledge of confidentiality to handle data responsibly 
and keep respondents' information private. The penalty 
for wrongful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 
or imprisonment for up to 5 years, or both. No law 
enforcement agency (not the DHS, ICE, FBI, or CIA) can 
access or use your personal information at any time. Data 
collected can only be used for statistical purposes that 
help inform important decisions, including how much 
federal funding your community receives. 

The Census Bureau has a robust cybersecurity program 
that incorporates industry best practices and federal 
security standards for encrypting data. 

WHERE CAN I GO TO LEARN MORE? 
You can learn more about the 2020 Census by visiting 
2020census.gov. 

CUnitedStatese Connect with us ensus @uscensusbureau 

2020 DF>G?E'IO!l 
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CENSUS 101: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
The 2020 Census is closer than you think! 

Here's a quick refresher of w hat it is and why it's essential that ever yone is counted. 

Everyone 
counts. 
The census 
counts every 
person living in 
the U.S. once, 
only once, and in 
the right p lace. 

It's about 
$675 billion. 

tRJl 
Th• diw;b""" of " 
more than $675 billion '(] 
in federal funds, '\) 

It's in the 
constitution. 
The U.S. Constitution mandates 
that everyone in the country be 
counted every 10 years. The first 
census was in 1790. 

It's about fair 
representation. 
Every 10 years, 
the results of the 
census are used to 
reapportion the 
House of 
Representatives, 
determining how 
many seats each 
state gets. 

It's about 
redistricting. 
After each decade's census, state 
officials redraw the boundaries of the 
congressional and state legislative 
dist ricts in their states to account for 
population shifts. 

grants and support to 

states, counties and ~ 
communities are [] D 
based on census d ata. 

That money is spent on 
schools, hospi tals, 
roads. public works and 

Taking part is 
your civic duty. ~ 
Completing the census ~ ~ 
is mandatory: it's a way 
to participate in our 

other vital progr<lms. democracy and say 
"I COUNT!" 
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Census data are 
being used all 
around you. 

Businesses use census 
data to decide where 
to build factories, 
o ffices and stores, 
which create jobs. 

Residents use the census to 
support community 
initiatives involving 
legislation, quality-of-life 
and consumer advocacy. 

Your privacy 
is protected. 
It's against the law for the 
Census Bureau to publicly 
release your responses in any 
way that could identify you o r 
your household. 

By law, your responses cannot 
b e used against you and can 
only be used to produce 
statistics. 

I 

Local governments 
use the census for 
public safety and 
emergency 
preparedness. 

Real estate 
developers use 
the census to build 
new homes and 
revitalize o ld 
neighborhoods. 

2020 will be 
easier than ever. 
In 2020, you w ill be 
able to respond to the 
census onlin e. 

You can help. 
You are the expert-we need 
your ideas on the b est way to 
make sure everyone in your 
community gets counted. 

:· uriHed.. st~tesN · · C uruiectStates· . ·Cens:111·s' FIND OUT HOW TO HELP . ensus 
J~l _ ,W ' . . AT CENSUS.GOV/ PARTNERS 2020 

•:·-Bureau . 
~· ' • • • ':: '- • ' •• - • v • 
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County 
Commissioners 
Association of Ohio 

Suzanne K. Dulaney, Esq., ExecutiVe Director 

& hibit c.. 

Serving Ohio Col/rrties Since 1880 

209 East State Slreet • Columbus,Ohlo4321S-4309 
. Phone: 614-221-5617 • FalC 614·221·6986 

Toll Free: 688·757·1904 • www.ccao.org 
January 15, 2019 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJ: 

MEMO 

COUNTY PLANNING DIRECTORS 

JENNY SNAPP, TREASURER, FRANKLIN COUNTY 

COUNTY PLANNING DIRECTORS' ASSOCIATION DUES REQUEST 
FOR 2019 DUES 

You are cordially invited to join or re-new your membership in the County Planning 
Directors' Association of Ohio. Please find enclosed an invoice for 2019 Membership 
Dues. The County Planning Directors' Association provides Directors with information 
about pending legislation and planning Issues, serves as a voice for county and regional 
planning in Ohio, and allows members to share and compare notes about their work at 
home. 

If you are familiar with the County Planning Directors' Association, you <iii ready know we 
meet one time per year at the CCAO/CEAO conference. We often co-sponsor 
conference sessions and use this opportunity to network with our County 
Commissioners and County Engineers. 

I think you will find your membership with the County Planning Directors' Association of 
Ohio an excellent way to keep apprised of current developments, make professional 
associations, and have a well-rounded experience as a Planning Director. 

Should you have any questions regarding membership, please contact David Radachy, 
President, Lake County Director of Planning and Development. 

Counties Current & the Statehouse Report will be sent via e-mail. 

2019 President- David Radachy, Director, Lake County Office of Planning and 
Community Development 
Vice President- Lou dan Klein, Executive Director, Fairfield County Regional Planning 
Commission 
Secretary - Scott Sanders, AICP, Executive Director, Delaware County Regional 
Planning Commission 
Treasurer- Jenny Snapp, Asst. Director - Planning , Building and Zoning, Franklin 
County Planning Commission · 

C.Oai'I'J"Iftlt 
~Aut~~)' 

F•x:614·220·0209 
www.cou.a.org 

Fax:614 ·229·4S88 
www.cebco.org 

Fo:x:614 · ll1-69B6 
WWVI.C<eo.org 
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~
County 

C.cA Comm/SI/r>IIGI'S 
. . 0t ANoclaUon of 

Cblo 

COUNTY PLANNING DIRECTORS' ASSOCIATION OF OHIO 

2019 MEMBERSHIP DUES.REQUEST 

AMOUNT DUE: $85 

•Please make sure you fill out this form and return with your dues payment. Please 
print clearly or type your information. 

NAME 

COUNTY 

TITLE 

ADDRE:SS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

Please MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO CCAO and return on or before February 28, 2019. 

Attn: Tanya McComas 
CCAO 

209 E. State Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-4309 

Should you have any questions regarding membership, please contact David Radachy, 
Director, Lake County Office of Planning and Community Deve lopment. 
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Option 

#1 

Option 
#2 

Option 
#3 

Option 

#4 

Exhibi+ D 
Geauga County Planning Commission 

470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 
Phone(440)279-1740 Fax(440)285-7069 

www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone (440) 279-1740 Fax (440) 285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone (440) 279-1740 Fax(440)285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building l C, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone (440) 279-1740 Fax (440) 285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

Draft letterhead styles, 7-18-19 
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Ms. Crombie presented the following: 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August 6, 2019 

TO: Planning Commission members 

FROM: Linda M. Crombie, Planning Director 

RE: Farmland Preservation Plan update, 
August 13, 2019 Planning Commission Agenda Item 6A 

At the May 14, 2019 Platming Commission meeting, the update of the Farmland Preservation 
Plan and contract with the Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District was discussed but 
ultimately tabled. The Plarming Commission contracted with Geauga Soil and Water to have 
Ms. Colleen Sharp provide various GIS services, including but not limited to, map and data 
updates for the Farmland Preservation Plan. The contract expired on December 31, 2018. 

Keeping local comprehensive and farmland preservation plans up-to-date is important as when 
landowners apply for agricultural easements through Geauga Soil and Water, they receive extra 
points on their application if their land is located in a county that has a land use plan updated 
within the last ten years. 

The Farmland Preservation Plan update can be broken into two major categories: 

Data (maps, tables, and figures) 
I met with Ms. Sharp and approximately 80% of the maps, figures, and tables have been updated. 
Since the time these updates were made, however, the 2017 US Census of Agriculture data has 
been made available which will necessitate updates to the majority of the figures and tables. The 
Plarming Commission staff will perform these updates and I am confident Ms. Palmisano and I 
can provide mapping services moving forward as well. However, as assistance from Geauga 
Soil and Water may still be needed for data and cross-checking, that can be pursued in the future. 

Content (commentary, agricultural tools and programs, recommendations, etc.) 
Update of the actual plan commentary, programs, and recommendations is a larger endeavor that 
would necessitate meetings/public hearings with various agencies including but not limited to the 

County Commissioners, the County Planning Commission, Farmland Task Force, and the 
County Department of Development. Resource agencies such as the OSU Extension Office, 
Geauga Park District, and Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District will be needed in the 
future in pursuit of updating the overall plan. 

Scheduling the meetings to discuss the entire plan update is better suited to begin after the 
General Plan update schedule has been established. In the meantime, Ms. Palmisano and I will 
work on the various map, figure, and table updates and will keep you informed at upcoming 
meetings as to our progress. 

c: Farmland Preservation file 
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CAUV Parcels 

Map 2.23 reflects the Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) parcels from the 2017 Geauga 
County Auditor's database. The top five townships, in terms of total acreage in the CAUV 
program are: Parkman (9,726 acres), Middlefield (8,589 acres), Troy (6,962 acres), Huntsburg 
(6,579 acres), and Thompson (5,903 acres) (see Figure 2.2). Table 2.9 offers a comparison of 
2007 and 2017 CAUV data for each community in the county and the percentage change in 
acreage over this time frame. About 29% of the county's total land area is currently in the 
CAUV program representing 74,750 acres. 
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( Figure2.2 
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Number of Farms 

A "farm," according to the census, is defined as a unit producing at least $1,000.00 worth of 
gross sales of agricultural products annually. Since the 1960's, the number of farms has 
fluctuated in the county with each census period (Figure 3.1). A substantial decline occurred in 
the 1964 to 2012 time period, with a subsequent recovery through the late 1970's and early 
1980's. This trend was followed by another decline in farm numbers from the late 1980's 
through the early 1990's. After the 1992 census, the number of farms in the county began to 
increase yet again. The 1997 census counted 661 farms representing an increase of 39 (or 6%) 
since 1992. The 2002 census counted an additional 314 farms bringing t he total to 975 farms, 
representing a 48% increase in the last five years. 
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Ms. Crombie: I recently spoke to Carmel Ia Sha le and met with Colleen Sharp (of Geauga Soil and Water) 

to discuss the Farmland Preservation Plan. The Planning Commission had contracted with them in the 

past for data updates, GIS services, zoning maps, and land use plans. The data updates in the Farmland 

Preservation plan are 80% complete, but 2017 Agricultura l Census numbers have come out recently, so 

those numbers in the Farmland Preservation Plan could even be updated again because 2012 statistics 

were used for the most recent update. We may need soil and water and at some point to cross check 

and coordinate, but Maria and I can do the data and GIS updates. Some of the content may depend on 

general plan update, so we can come back after data updates are done to schedule meetings for actual 

plan updates. The Farmland Preservation Task Force hasn't met since 1999. 

Mr. Claypool: This is the first I am hearing about a county farmland preservation taskforce 

Ms. Crombie: There were 9 members and 2 trustees. 

Mr. Claypool: Western Reserve Land Conservancy came on so strong and the long term impacts are 

negative. I would be interested in a conversation to see how much land is under conservation. 

Mr. Stevens: The bu lk of the $10,000 a yea r devoted to our contract with Soi l and Water was for 

mapping, but Linda and Maria can do all the GIS work. It's 30% done and we were told it would be 

another 300 hours to be 60% done just to update maps and tables which has nothing to do with the 

actual written plan. 

Ms. Crombie: We can check with the GIS departm ent to make sure everything is being captured. It's a 

matter of updating the charts and maps before we start the plan update. 

Charlie: After the last meeting, we reached out and asked the firms to explain how they would mitigate 

the costs associated with the economic development portion of the genera l plan update that we are no 

longer includ ing. 

Ms. Crombie: Envision came down from $107,100 with a revised estimate of $90,760. They described 

coord inated efforts with Juniper Solutions in phases 1, 2, 3 and 4 as to how costs will be cut within the 

implementation strategy and priority development zone components that will instead be presented in 

deta il in the economic development plan. Portage County Regional Pla nning Commission (PCRPC)/ 

Reveille came down from $82,000 with a revised est imate of $78,000. They took out two planners that 

would have been heavily focused on economic development. The cost for holding meetings hasn't 

changed, but they wouldn't be scheduling meetings or forum s. 

Mr. Claypool: The prices are similar, but the qual ity may be very different. PCRPC/ Reveille has my 

support. When I hear the term "identifying vision' from Envision, it so unds a bit too much like they want 

t o take the plan in a very specific direction. 
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( Mr. Neola: I don't feel we were able to get the best idea of how they will create this plan and I would be 

open to a longer interview with both firms. 

Mr. St evens: We've had a lengthy interview process already. 

Mr. Dvorak: I' m more comfortable with Envision. 

Mr. Bergansky: Since Envision has cut their costs, I am more heavily considering them. They've done this 

process before; PCRPC/ Reveille would be combining forces for the first time. 

Mr. Claypool : I would go with PCRPC/ Revei lle since Portage is a sister county and they have a stake in 

the (regional) game. Consulting firms come and go, but Portage isn't going anywhere and this will make 

it even easier to work them in the future. 

Mr. Neola: Envision was very polished, but Reveille seems to be really into the plans they take on. I also 

like that they decided to pair with PCRPC since Todd (Peetz) has great insight. 

Mr. Stevens: Todd (Peetz) brings support to Geauga, but I am going with Envision based on the fact that 

Juniper Solutions will play such a large role in the Economic Development plan. Envision also has 

experience with the Amish community and working with the state to improve state routes. 

Mr. Claypool : I think the relationship that Juniper and Envision will foster between Planning and the 

Department of Development is a good thing, but I am concerned about unconscious bias and influence 

these firm s may be incorporating into the plan. 

Mr. Stevens: I would hope that whichever firm we chose will be transparent and forthcoming in their 

approaches. 

Mr. Dvorak: Todd (P eetz) is great, but he does have a full t ime job with Portage County. I am not sure 

he' ll have the time to devote to this update. 

Mr. Claypool: I'm sure Envision has other projects going on too. We wouldn't be their on ly client. 

Mr. Lennon: What's the experience level? 

Mr. Neola: Envision has worked together before on plans, and a few of their members have worked with 

Juniper Solutions. PRCRP/ Reveille have not worked together. 

M s. Crombie: Both will create good plans, but since PRCRP/ Reveille haven' t worked together before, 

they have no set process. For efficiency purposed I would lean toward Envision because they've worked 

with Juniper and there's less concern about coordination and communication between f irms. 

Mr. Claypool: We are missing a few members. We should have a special meeting for a vote. 

Mr. Dvorak made a motion to schedule a special Planning Commission meeting for Thursday, August, 

22nd at 8 a.m. to discuss and vote on the se lection of the consulting firm to prepare the Geauga County 

General Plan Update. Mr. Claypool seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 
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( Mr. Dvorak: I would like to discuss an item under new business. If a Planning Commission member 

records any part of a public meeting, does that recording then become public record and be presented 

to the Planning Commission? 

Mr. Claypool : As I know it, recordings and notes are exempt if they are for the member's personal use. 

Ms. Crombie: I know that all subdivision documents are permanent, but I wi ll have to check on meeting 

recordings. 

Mr. Stevens: The only true requirement for meetings is that we get a brief summary for the minutes, the 

motions, and the outcomes. If the meeting is recorded (in an official capacity), the recording must be 

made available to the public. 

Mr. Claypool: We made a decision not to reco rd a while ago. I was told my persona l recordings are not 

public record . 

Adjournment 

Chairman Stevens adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:07a.m. 

'--12~0 ~ 
Gary Neola, Secretary/Treasurer 
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SUMMARY RESOLUTION FOR EXPENSES 
GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

EXHIBIT "A" 

tV. N ~0 \~~-. MOVED THE Al;}OPTION OF THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION, 
WHlCH MOTION WAS SECONDED BY ~( . \Jvo((}.,'t( . 

WHEREAS, THE EXPENSES LISTED HEREIN HAVE BEEN INCURRED BY THE GEAUGA 
COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION IN ORDER FOR THE COMMISSION TO PERFORM ITS 
DUTIES; AND 

WHEREAS, THESE EXPENSES HAVE BEEN REVIEWED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMISSION AT ITS AUGUST 13,2019 MEETING; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION HEREBY AUTHORIZES PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING BILLS OR CLAIMS: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.. -----------------------------------
P.O. ACCOUNT DATE VENDOR AMOUNT 
0978 OTHER 7/16 GEAUGA TOWNSHIP ASSCLA TION 40.00 
2374 CONTRACTS 7/16 PORTAGE COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING 1,402.22 
0977 SUPPLIES 7116 WESTERN RESERVE OFFICE SUPPLY 32.79 
1170 CONTRACTS 7/23 WELLS FARGO (COPIER LEASE) 115.00 
0977 SUPPLIES 7/30 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION 95.00 
0977 SUPPLIES 7/30 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION (OHIO) 50.00 
0977 SUPPLLES 7/30 QUILL CORP. 64.47 
0977 SUPPLiES 7/30 SUN DATA SUPPLY INC. 436.70 
0977 SUPPLIES 7/30 WEST PUBLISHING CORPORPATION 490.00 
0977 SUPPLIES 7/16 WESTERN RESERVE OFFICE SUPPLY 79.25 
2374 CONTRACTS 8/06 PORTAGE COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING 1,384.20 
3378 REFUNDS 8/06 TOUR DE CLEVELAND 5,040.00 
3377 REFUNDS 8/06 HAWTHORN OF AURORA PROPERTIES 5,565.00 

TOTAL $14,794.63 


